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In November VPNG held a Strategic Planning Meeting where 
the Committee determined the future direction of VPNG. It 
was a productive day with the development of the 2020-2022 

Strategic Plan. There were a great number of innovative ideas, 
many of which included using technology to achieve our vision of 
inspiring and leading excellence in perioperative nursing. VPNG 
remain committed to fostering the development, promotion and 
implementation of the philosophies and standards of ACORN and 
providing forums for networking and the sharing of information 
between members.  VPNG is also committed to providing financial 
support for education opportunities and research activities, raising 
community and sector awareness of issues of contemporary 
nursing practice and fostering strong ongoing links with ACORN. 
Members of the VPNG Committee are excited to commence many 
of our new initiatives over the coming months.

VPNG will continue to provide a number of educational 
opportunities to our members and prospective members. In 
September, VPNG held the fifth ‘Introduction to Perioperative 
Nursing’ course in Melbourne. Registration for this course 
continues to sell out within days with an ongoing waiting list for 
the next course. This demonstrates how sought after perioperative 
education is and the desire of many nurses to transition into the 
speciality area of perioperative nursing. The next course will be 
held in partnership with Echuca Regional Hospital, thus ensuring 
regional access to this course. It also provides attendees with the 
opportunity to explore the wonderful town and surrounding region 
of Echuca!

VPNG also held an Educators Seminar on 30th November in 
Melbourne. The purpose of this seminar was to provide our 
perioperative educators with the skills they need to provide 
effective, innovative education in the clinical practice arena and 
to consider ways to support novice learners. The day provided 
interactive sessions on learning modalities, such as simulation 
based education and how to have those ‘difficult conversations’. 
Participants had the opportunity to practice many skills including 
trying their hand at moulage where participants made their own 
flesh wounds! It was a very dynamic and enjoyable day.
Finally, VPNG are busy planning for the Country Conference 
which is being held at the RACV resort in Torquay on 18th April 
2020 where we will be ‘Navigating the Future’. We are excited to 
collaborate with perioperative departments at Barwon Health, 
Epworth Healthcare and St. John of God hospitals in order to 
provide an inspiring program, set amongst the beautiful scenery of 

the Bellarine Peninsula.

I wish all our members a lovely 
summer and the opportunity 
to revive and refresh for what is 
anticipated to be a very full year 
to come. I’m sure 2020 will be 
a great year for innovation and 
change.

Best Wishes,

Tarryn Armour
VPNG President

President’s Report

Tarryn Armour
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JANET KOLOTELO

I am currently working as an ANUM in a rural operating suite in 
South Gippsland. I love being in this environment as we are able to 
provide great surgical services for our local community. Being ru-
ral, our team are all-rounders which I believe, enhances teamwork 
through a mutual understanding of the challenges of each role in 
the operating theatre.

I entered nursing as a mature age student and fell in love with 
perioperative nursing during my grad year. I felt very privileged to 
be caring for, and contributing to, improving the quality of life of 
patients through the surgical interventions they were required to 
undergo. I also enjoy the constant learning that occurs in a multi-
disciplinary environment.

I am passionate about helping people to be the best they can. 
With regards to patients this means providing health education 
as well as applying evidence-based practice and facilitating their 
needs so their surgical journey is as smooth as possible.

For my colleagues, it’s about promoting the ACORN Standards 
and preceptorship and mentorship of grads and post grad stu-

dents. Having completed my Masters in 
Perioperative Nursing I understand the 
challenges and rewards of postgraduate 
study. Anyone who knows me will know 
of my frustration regarding pre-warming 
of patients so they will understand my joy 
when ACORN published preventing inadvertent perioperative hypo-
thermia as part of the Standards in 2018. 

I enjoy my role working both in clinical and management as it 
provides me with the opportunity of experiencing the challenges 
that are faced while providing surgical services in the hospital. I 
am interested in the communication and the psychology involved 
as I witness the impact technology is having, both enriching and 
disengaging society in general.     

In my spare time I love to travel, play golf (badly) and unwind with 
a good craft project. I also have a love / hate relationship with run-
ning and am working towards completing a half marathon. 

I am looking forward to contributing to perioperative nursing by 
serving on the VPNG Committee and hope to encourage more 
nurses to join our Group.

Introducing

PURPLE IS THE
NEW YELLOW
THE KYRA 350 & 500 
COMFORT™ STIRRUPS 
Designed to improve infection control.

Optional Secure-LokTM

Closure Straps
140° Lithotomy 
Range of Motion

Optional
Integrated Clamp

Flexible Boot for 
Different Leg Sizes

The Purple StirrupTM CartRemoves
Pinch Hazards

03 9550 1819     |     0409 865 105     |     Info@Endovision.com.au     |     Endovision.com.au

Our focus is the future
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AMY PEARCE

I am a Clinical Nurse Specialist currently working in the  
operating theatre at Latrobe Regional Hospital, Gippsland. 
I have been working here for the past three years and have 
recently completed my Diploma in Perioperative Nursing at 
Deakin University. I have gained a wide range of skills  
working in a regional hospital, anywhere from scrubbing in  
orthopaedics to paediatric anaesthesia. My work days are 
never the same and I am always kept on my toes!

I love everything about my job but I have a true passion for 
education, especially educating nurses who are new to periop-
erative nursing. We are always looking for ways to improve our 
training and upskilling our staff in the unit. I currently mentoring 
and supervising junior nurses in my workplace. I hope to  
develop my leadership, planning and mentoring skills by  
contributing to the VPNG Education Subcommittee.

At the end of the day, I love coming home to my family. I have 
my husband Aaron, my 18 month old son Ben, two cats and a 
dog. We love spending time outdoors together, whether that 
be walking our dog, hiking or going to the beach. 

I have been a VPNG member since I studied at Deakin  
and have found their resources to be invaluable during my 
studies. I am so grateful to be a part of the VPNG Committee 
and I’m looking forward to what the future holds for me as a 
Committee Member. 

Introducing

UPCOMING EVENTS

2019-20
Medical Laser Safety Course

Thursday 12th December 2019, 8.30am – 1pm 
Menzies Centre – 355 Spencer Street, Melbourne

Management of Clinical Emergencies in Day Surgery
Saturday 1 February 2020

15-21 Therry Street Melbourne 3000 VIC Australia
Click here for booking

Ausmed – Melbourne
Preventing Surigcal Complications Conference

Thursday 13th – Friday 14th February 2020
www.ausm.com.au

Cardiac Anaesthetic Nursing Workshop
Saturday 29th February 2020

15-21 Therry Street Melbourne 3000 VIC Australia
Click here for bookings

VPNG Country Conference – Torquay
Saturday 18th April 2020

Click here for bookings www.vpng.org.au

ACORN Conference – Sydney
Thursday 28th – Friday  30th May 2020

Click here for bookings www.acorn.org.au

Anaesthetic Emergencies for Scrub Nurses
Saturday 6th June 2020

15-21 Therry Street Melbourne 3000 VIC Australia
Click here for bookings

Care of the Paediatric Patient in PACU and Anaesthetics
Saturday 8th August 2020

15-21 Therry Street Melbourne 3000 VIC Australia
Click here for bookings

Advanced PACU Nursing
Saturday 19th September 2020

15-21 Therry Street Melbourne 3000 VIC Australia
Click here for bookings

https://www.healthserviceassist.com.au/courses/24-management-of-clinical-emergencies-in-day-surgery/
http://www.ausmed.com.au
https://www.healthserviceassist.com.au/courses/23-cardiac-anaesthetic-nursing-workshop/
http://www.vpng.org.au
http://www.acorn.org.au
https://www.healthserviceassist.com.au/courses/3-anaesthetic-emergencies-for-scrub-nurses/
https://www.healthserviceassist.com.au/courses/11-care-of-the-paediatric-patient-in-pacu-anaesthetics/
https://www.healthserviceassist.com.au/courses/4-advanced-pacu-nursing/
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The ACORN 2019 Perioperative Leadership Summit was a confer-
ence with a difference. Never before have I attended a conference 
with such a group of engaged and passionate nurses. Periopera-
tive Nurse Leaders from around the country convened at the East 
Hotel in Canberra to share knowledge and ideas on the future of 
Perioperative Leadership.

The Summit opened with a presentation from the then ACORN 
President Rebecca East and Randall Pearce – Managing Director of 
specialist consultancy THINK: Insight and Advice detailing ACORNS 
future development of setting the standards, and the challenges 
ACORN will need to overcome to engage the entire profession in 
a drive for National recognition, which I am sure will result in a very 
connected and powerful National perioperative workforce.

This session was followed by the Welcome Reception – a great 
evening as we greeted old friends and forged new friendships. It 
was the beginning of something new – The inaugural Perioperative 
Leadership Summit.

The next two days were filled with informative and enthralling 
presentations and much animated discussion as the Perioperative 
leaders from around the country explored the role of nursing lead-
ership in the perioperative environment and focused on safety and 
quality, the rise of the consumer and public transparency, staffing 
and workforce development, supporting and protecting periopera-
tive staff and the perioperative influence on the global stage.

It was a schedule which had something for everyone. Several pre-
sentations which were a highlight for me included: 
Adjunct Professor Debra Picone AO, CEO, ACSQHC discussed the 
role of Nursing leaders in the Australian healthcare system with 
particular reference to the National Standards. The introduction 
of the national Standards has seen a decrease in hospital related 
infections whilst open disclosure, informed consent and incident 
management remain an issue. As leaders we need to ensure clini-
cal governance is in place to deliver safe and high quality care.

Leadership in the ever changing healthcare environment focusing on 
climate change and managing risk was presented by Amanda Adrian 
who informed us that 7% of Australia’s total CO2 emissions come from 
health with desflurane the most damaging agent expelled into the 
atmosphere.

The consumers perspective on healthcare is critical today and  
Darlene Cox – Executive Director Healthcare Consumers delivered an 
engaging presentation which highlighted the challenges we face in 
ensuring all consumers are informed and empowered to be partners in 
their care. 

The venue for the Summit dinner was Agostini’s restaurant and an Italian 
feast was enjoyed by all. The food, wine and company was fabulous.

The final day of the summit was opened by Dr Paula Foran ACORN 
Director who is always a pleasure to listen to. She focused on initiatives 
to assist in recruitment of new nurses and the retention of our current 
experienced nurses in the perioperative environment. 

Carolyn Williams Nurse Educator – Projects, Barwon Health deliv-
ered an informative presentation on what every leader needs to know 
about Perioperative education. She focused on education empowering 
leaders to shape their own careers and to go forward and influence and 
inspire others. Her final comment left an impression “Be the leader you 
wish you had”.

Nataschja Budel, Executive Director Commercial, Australian College 
of Nursing presented ACN’s strategy for developing nurse leaders and 
outlined CAN’s leadership development programmes.

The ACORN 2019 Perioperative Leadership Summit was a wonderful 
opportunity for Perioperative leaders, emerging and experienced, to 
come together, contribute and share their knowledge and experience.
Rebecca East stated that everyone will take something away from the 
weekend and I can assure you we did, and are looking forward to the 
next ACORN Leadership Summit.

ACORN 2019 Perioperative  
Leadership Summit
BY SIMONE COOLEY, NURSE UNIT MANAGER,  
JOAN KIRNER WOMEN’S AND CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL, WESTERN HEALTH



SNIPPETSnewsletter
SUMMER 2019

INTRODUCTION TO 
PERIOPERATIVE 

NURSING COURSE
This course has been designed to provide  

exposure to the perioperative environment  
for Registered and Enrolled Nurses who have 
limited or no experience and are interested in 

moving into this specialty area of nursing

TO REGISTER FOR THIS COURSE VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.VPNG.ORG.AU

FRI 21ST AND SAT 22ND FEBRARY 2020
FROM 9AM TO 5PM

EDUCATION CENTRE
ECHUCA REGIONAL HEALTH

ENTRY VIA LEICHARDT STREET
ECHUCA

COURSE FEES: $150 FOR BOTH DAYS
(LIMITED TO 30 DELEGATES)

THE AIMS OF THE PROGRAM INCLUDE: 
◆  Provide an overview of the roles and responsibilities of the 

Perioperative Nurse 
◆  Facilitating the development of a basic understanding of the 

principles and practice of perioperative nursing
◆  Encouraging participants to further develop their knowledge, 

skills and understanding of perioperative nursing on  
completion of the course

TOPICS INCLUDE:
◆ Roles of the Perioperative Nurse
◆ Principles of perioperative nursing
◆ Preoperative care of the perioperative patient
◆ Overview of anaesthesia
◆ Perioperative pharmacology
◆ Principles of airway monitoring
◆  Patient assessment and care of the unconscious patient
◆ Pain management
◆ Infection control principles
◆  Legal and safety issues relevant to perioperative nursing
◆  Role of the Perioperative Nurse as patient advocate

http://www.vpng.org.au
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I would like to extend my warm thanks to the Northern Territory 
Perioperative Nurses Association (NTPNA) for inviting me to at-
tend their State Conference, which was held on the 27-28 October 
at the Vibe Hotel Darwin. 

I had a wonderful two days at the NTPNA Conference listening 
to inspiring speakers and meeting with the Committee and Trade 
sponsors. The highlight of the Conference was listening to Darwin’s 
only vascular surgeon Dr Mark Hamilton discuss the challenges of 
building a truly safe culture in healthcare. Dr Hamilton’s passion for 
patient safety was palpable and his work is inspiring. I took so much 
away from the presentation. He really highlighted for me how much 
work is required in order for the Australian healthcare system to be 
a world leader in patient safety.   

The opening presentation on day 1 was presented by Ms Cathy Cross, 
which highlighted the innovation in PAN facial fractures occurring in 
Australia. Cathy discussed the intricacies of facio-max surgery with the 
talking point for everyone in the room around the innovation of using 
a 3D printer to produce a model of the patient’s facial fractures to help 
plan the reconstruction. The 3D models are being printed and steril-
ised so that they are available in the sterile set up throughout the pro-
cedure giving a 3D representation of what is the surgery that is being 
undertaken. This is an exciting time for perioperative nursing with the 
progression of technology and its use in surgery.  
  
I really enjoyed the opportunity of being a part of this event and 
returning to Darwin, a place I have visited my family many times 
during my childhood.

BY ELYSE COFFEY (VPNG VICE PRESIDENT).

Northern Territory Perioperative Nurses  
Association (NTPNA) State Conference 2019
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2020 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

AND GRANTS

The 2020 VPNG Scholarships and Grants on offer include:
• Sr Mary Felix/June Allen Scholarship - Post graduate study in perioperative nursing 
• Mary Barry/Medtronic Education Grant - For attending a conference or funding a project
•  Marea Fennell Scholarship - Post graduate study at Masters level in Management or Education
• VPNG ACORN Conference Grant - Attendance at the 2020 ACORN Conference in Sydney

Please check out all the details including selection criteria and the closing dates, and complete an 
online application form on the VPNG website (www.vpng.org.au).  If you have any questions contact 
us at enquiries@vpng.org.au or phone 1300 721 169.

Are you a Registered or Enrolled Nurse  
looking at attending a conference, getting 

involved in research or project work,   
or enrolling in postgraduate study?  

We may have a scholarship or grant to  
assist you in undertaking professional  

development activities.
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The Inaugural ACORN Perioperative 
Leadership Summit was held in Canberra 
in September this year. This event was well 
attended with many current and aspiring 
leaders attending, both to learn and to network. 
The overall content can be summarised by 
a statement Wendy Wood made within her 
presentation. She urged delegates to remember 
that ‘Leaders are defined by their followers’, a 
sentiment of that was reiterated throughout 
many of the presentations during the Summit. 
This included the presentation delivered 
by Adjunct Pro Deborah Picone who spoke 
about the critical leadership role of nurses and 
midwives in the Australian healthcare system 
and Kathy Dempsey with a  presentation titled 
’Getting clinicians to do what they don’t want 
to do-the art of infection control’. Adjunct 
Professor Kylie Ward (ACN) delivered a highly 
engaging presentation on Leadership in the 
ever-changing healthcare environment. Even 
tying in historical leaders such as Lieutenant 
Colonel Vivian Bullwinkle (An Australian 
Army nurse and the sole survivor of the 
1942 Banka Island massacre) Who is set to 
be honoured further with a sculpture in 
the grounds of the Canberra War Memorial 
(see ACN’s website for further details and to 
donate https://members.acn.edu.au/Public/
Foundation/Donate_Now.aspx) 

Prior to the commencement of the 
Perioperative Leadership Summit the ACORN 
Board received governance training which 
was provided by an external facilitator then 
followed by a Board meeting. During the 
meeting, nominees for ACORN President 

REPORT DECEMBER 2019
2020-2222 gave presentations about their 
suitability to the role, with Rebecca East re-
elected into the position.  She has since stepped 
down from this role and has been appointed 
as ACORN’s first perioperative CEO. Rebecca 
is well known to many as a Nurse Practitioner, 
VPNG member, and previous VPNG Committee 
member. In 2014 her first appointment from 
VPNG Committee Member to the VPNG 
ACORN Representative role was made. She 
then progressed to VPNG ACORN Director 
in 2016, before being elected as President 
of ACORN Board in 2018. Garry Stratton 
(Tasmania) has been appointed as Interim 
President and I have been successful in being 
voted in as President for 2020-2022 

VPNG has put forward a nomination for the 
biennial honour of the Judith Cornell Orator 
(JCO) at the upcoming ACORN Conference in 
2020. This award acknowledges distinguished 
perioperative nurses who, throughout their 
careers, have made a significant contribution to 
advancing perioperative nursing in Australia. 
The successful nominee will present at the 
opening session during the ACORN 2020 
Conference, and will join the esteemed 
previous orators,  2014 Dr Patricia Nicholson 
(Vic), 2016 Carollyn Williams (Vic) and 2018 
Sally Sutherland-Fraser (NSW) to name a few. 
The complete list of orators can be found on 
the ACORN website https://www.acorn.org.
au/judith-cornell-oration along with copies of 
many of the previous orations.

In October the ACORN Board, Local 
Association Presidents and other Key 

Stakeholders met in Sydney at a design 
workshop for the launch of the Roadmap 
project (the multiyear project for national 
recognition and uptake of the ACORN 
Standards for perioperative nursing practice). 
Approximately 40 participants worked in small 
groups to develop plans, including actions to 
progress the project, which was then given to 
the National Leadership group to consider and 
implement. Further details can be found on the 
website https://www.acorn.org.au/roadmap-
project.

Registration for the 2020 ACORN Conference 
in Sydney is now open offering early bird 
prices (until Friday 31 January 2020).  As VPNG 
members you are also eligible for the member 
price. Look forward to seeing you all there!

 

Patricia Flood 
ACORN Director 
Chair of Journal and Research Committees

Patricia Flood
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I would like to thank the South Australian Perioperative Nurses 
Association (SAPNA) for inviting me to attend their State Confer-
ence, which was held on the 4-5 October at the Adelaide Oval.  
I was very impressed by the organisation of this event, the quality 
of the speakers and the venue.

Day one commenced with an enormously powerful and affecting 
presentation by Dr Gill Hicks, a survivor of the 2005 London bomb-
ing. Gill was separated from the suicide bomber on the train by 
one person. After the bomb exploded, Gill described the moment 
where she decided to fight for life. Both of her legs had been blown 
off, so she used a scarf to tourniquet her legs at the thigh and 
started to reach out to other survivors trapped in the train with her. 
Reaching out to hold hands with people who were once strangers’ 
highlighted to Gill the immense power of human connection. Gill 
was so badly burnt that she could only be identified by healthcare 
workers as an ‘unidentified person estimated female’. This seminal 
moment changed Gill’s approach and attitude to life. Gill is now 
a passionate advocate for sustainable peace to counter violent 
extremism. Gill’s talk made me realise how valuable authentic 
human connection is and how vital it is that we, as nurses, continue 
to make these connections with our patients. Surgical patients are 
often left feeling extremely vulnerable. At this time, a caring touch 
or an empathetic smile can make the world of difference and its ef-
fects cannot be underestimated. Gill made me aware of the conse-
quence of our actions and that “someone somewhere is feeling the 
effects of something you have said or done”. I’m sure you agree that 
this feeling should be a positive one.

The day ended with the very funny Georgie Carol. Georgie is a 
former ICU and Emergency Department nurse and confirmed to 
all those in the room that nurses have the best stories and make 
excellent comedians! Georgie had us all in stitches (pun intended) 
and was not afraid to bare and share all! That evening, we returned 
to the Adelaide Oval for a delicious dinner and dancing. I personally 
did not step up to the dance floor, but it was great to see many of 
the SAPNA members dancing the night away!

In summary, I had a wonderful two days at the SAPNA Conference 

listening to inspiring speakers and meeting with the committee and 
many of the members. I now have a better understanding of the 
number and location of perioperative departments in South Aus-
tralia and most of the healthcare acronyms such as FMC, RAH and 
SALHN! I really enjoyed the opportunity to be a part of this SAPNA 
event and I am keen to continue to collaborate with Perioperative 
Local Associations (LAs) across the country. VPNG will offer mem-
ber prices to our events to any member of a LA in another state. 
Hopefully this action will be reciprocated by other LAs allowing 
VPNG members the opportunity to attend Conferences in oth-
er states. I encourage you all to think about combining your next 
holiday with the opportunity to expand your knowledge of current 
issues and innovations in perioperative nursing, as well as your view 
of the world. 

BY TARRYN ARMOUR (VPNG PRESIDENT).

South Australian Perioperative Nurses  
Association (SAPNA) State Conference 2019



SNIPPETSnewsletter
SUMMER 2019

MY JOURNEY TO WEST AFRICA  
VOLUNTEERING WITH MERCY SHIPS  
#pieceinthepuzzle 

My name is Jonathan Hardwick. I am a 
Clinical Nurse Specialist in the Perioperative 
unit at the Alfred Hospital in Melbourne. I’d 
like to share the story of my journey to West 
Africa, where over the last two years I have 
spent a few weeks of my time each year 
volunteering with an organisation called 
Mercy Ships.  Humanity has been ingrained 
in me from a young age as I was brought up 
to help those less fortunate. I remember my 
mum putting an extra sandwich in my lunch 
most days to give to a friend who came 
from a “broken home” to make sure he had 
something to eat. It’s the simple lessons of 
life that have stayed with me into adulthood.
This year in January I spent almost 38 hours 
in transit, travelling through four countries 
to arrive in Conakry, Guinea in West Africa. 
On arrival I was greeted like family returning 
home. After the formalities I was shown to 
my home for the next three weeks, a cabin I 
would be sharing with four other volunteers. 
As this was my second time aboard the 
ship it was lovely to see all the messages 
welcoming me back on the cabin door, the 
cookies & welcome package from the hos-
pitality team.

I undertook multiple roles during this mis-
sion in the operating theatre, including 
instrument/circulating nurse, CSSD and 
floor co-ordinator. The operating theatres 
function Monday thru Friday 0730-1730 with 
on call rostered overnight and weekends.  
My three-week mission in Conakry involved 
a variety of cases and specialties, includ-
ing ophthalmology, maxilla-facial, plastics, 

ENT, some craniofacial and general surgery 
cases and included both paediatrics and 
adults. What I love about Mercy Ships is 
that you are working with people from all 
corners of the globe, coming with all levels 
of experience and knowledge, like pieces 
in a jigsaw with one thing in common, that 
is to offer hope and healing to some of the 
world’s poorest people; therefore complet-
ing their picture.

During my mission I worked with Dr David 
Chong from the Royal Children’s Hospital 
in Melbourne. He is a compassionate and 
generous surgeon who travels to the ship a 
couple of times each mission. I scrubbed for 
cleft lip revision and lump excision from the 
patient’s head which turned out to be a cyst. 
Dr Chong’s work is nothing short of amazing. 
His suture lines are a work of art, with mini-
mal scaring occurring postoperatively. 
Some of the inguinal hernias I scrubbed for 
were huge, usually involving bowel caus-
ing the scrotal sac on the one side to be 
about the size of a child’s head. This is not 
an uncommon situation. Some of the facial 
tumours are lot more difficult to manage at 
times due to the size of the mass, in particu-
lar the issue around airway and bleeding. 
You might be asking why is the disease 
& poor health on such a extreme scale to 
what we see in Melbourne.   It’s due to the 
lack of access to timely, safe cost effective 
medical attention/surgery.  This is what 
Mercy Ships is providing: safe, timely, ac-
cess to safe surgery. Unfortunately some of 
these patients never get an opportunity to 

get to the ship or have surgery due to many 
reasons: too risky to operate, the disease 
is too complex or, worse still, the patient is 
dying from suffocation/malnutrition. 
Outside of work there are many activities 
on and off the ship. Trips to the market for 
fabric, time out for a swim, dinner, ice cream 
or visits to a local orphanage are just some 
of what’s on offer.

Mercy Ships is an international development 
organisation that deploys hospital ships 
staffed by volunteers to some of the poorest 
countries in the world, delivering free vital 
health care to people in areas with limited 
resources. The current flagship is the Africa 

BY JONATHAN HARDWICK
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LED-5500  
The Brightest Cable Free Battery 
LED Headlight Available.

LED-9500  
The Brightest Battery LED Headlight Available.

In partnership since 1988

Compare side by side with our competitors. 
We know Sunoptics will impress.

Our focus is surgical headlights
03 9550 1819   |   0409 865 105  |   Info@Endovision.com.au   |   Endovision.com.au
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Online membership* is now available, visit the VPNG  
website or click on this button

to renew or join today…… 

ARE YOU LOOKING TO JOIN OR RENEW  
YOUR VPNG MEMBERSHIP? 

MEMBERSHIP

Mercy, the world’s largest independent hos-
pital ship. Mercy Ships works closely with 
host nations to improve the way health care 
is delivered by training and mentoring local 
medical staff and renovating hospitals and 
clinics. The ship has an 80 bed ward, ICU, 
Theatres/PACU, Full pathology, Radiology, 
School, shops and yes, even a Starbucks 
Café. 

An average of 1400 volunteers, from up to 
40 nations, serve on board the Africa Mercy 
each year – and more than 400 volunteers 
are working on the ship at any one time.  As 
a volunteer you raise your own funds to vol-
unteer. So what are the costs? – Immunisa-
tions, travel insurance, flights and a monthly 
fee to stay on board (covers food/bed). 


